killed Theokritos so that he, himself, might rule. Later,
he had killed Vitalian, so that his nephew might succeed
him. Later still, he had sought to prove Hypatius a
traitor, so that his nephew's way to the throne might be
clear. Blood had been shed and evil things done, and
the rage of all the Green Faction had been stirred; all
that blood was crying out for vengeance, and now that
the old Emperor was failing, it fell to Justinian to try
to allay the Furies. How was any wisdom to act, so as
to allay them and make peace? She was sure that that
was what he had meant. It was indeed a problem, which
would tax the wisdom of the wisest, and perhaps find no
settlement then. The greatest of the poets had found
no help in such a case, save in the divine spirit. She felt
that she would not see Justinian again. Fie was to start
for the east: would he ever return?

Looking out, as she did, daily, upon the increasing
insolence of the Green Faction, she wished that he were
not going. The leaders of the Greens well knew that he
would be out of the way in a day or two. Their marches
became more frequent and by much more noisy; their
songs became ribald and seditious. It was published
abroad that the Prince Justinian would leave The City
on Thursday morning. On each morning in each Church
prayers were offered, that the Holy Wisdom might
guide his dealings with the rulers of the East that so
Justice and Peace might be assured. Coming out of the
theatre with Macedonia after a run-through, on the
Wednesday, Theodora went to the Great Church and
heard the prayer repeated. All The City was now talk-
ing with pity of Hypatius who was spending a fortune
to get a Consulship which no one could support without
a_ vast expense. Coming out of the church into the
Parvice, she found that the Greens were explaining that
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